GAME THEORY: SYLLABUS

Instructor: Xiang Sun

Wuhan University, Economics and Management School
Academic Year 2022-2023, Semester 2

Chinese title: 1% 716
Prerequisite: ~Calculus, Probability, Advanced Microeconomics, Game Theory.
Course description: In this course, we mainly talk about the Horizontal Mergers.
Modular credit: 2 modular credits.
Modular number:
Time: Week 2-15, Tuesday 18:30-20:30.
Venue: 206 for onsite teaching
Module website: https://www.xiangsun.org/teaching, for announcements and material downloading.
Instructor:  FMF
+ E-mail: xiangsun.econ@gmail.com.
- Before asking questions, please briefly read % 5] #7 % .
- Before sending e-mails, please read Topic 7 in WISE % 4 L L 45 #.
+ Homepage: https://www.xiangsun.org.
« Office: Room C291 or A501-2, Liangsheng Building.

o Telephone: +86 027 6875 5072.
o Mailbox: 4-29.

Office hours: By e-mail appointment.

Teaching assistants: Not applicable.
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mailto:xiangsun.econ@gmail.com
https://github.com/ryanhanwu/How-To-Ask-Questions-The-Smart-Way/blob/master/README-zh_CN.md
http://www.xiangsun.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/An-Etiquette-Guide-for-WISE-Students.pdf
https://www.xiangsun.org
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working paper
Grading:
« Presentation: 30%
o Performance: 30%
o Writing sample: 40%
About the presentation

Each student is required to present one paper from the main references.
Understand ALL the details of the paper and its online appendix/supplemental material.
Prepare for a 1.5-hour talk, including questions from the audience.
A good number of slides is 30.
Most of your presentation should be devoted to providing a clear overview of
- what the paper is about
- what its main results are
- what the contribution to the literature is

Towards the end of your talk, you should also provide a critical assessment of the paper’s contribution.



« Typical structure:

- Introduction

- The model

- Main results (WHEH £ ME®, EEARABEREAN TR ENTALERURMEZ AWK R, K
e E L)

- Comparison with other papers (5 H## § Z 0] XV A | 5, BFFREHNER, EAFEATLE. K
B Ly KR FEk R )
- Critical assessment
 Don’t go too wild with math on your slides. Your talk should be accessible to everybody in the audience. That being
said, you can expect me to ask technical questions, such as “How is this proven?” (7 % 5752 £ f# 1 ¥ /1T H 1T 4%,
AEZEFHER ) A TRRWBIEDE, ZHAELIMABNTR, #HRENMPR A THRENILY,
T Ak ik R By T AFRAR)

Whatisa critical assessment? Here are some questions you could ask yourself when drafting up your critical assessment:

« What research question is the paper trying to address? Is it interesting? Is the paper well motivated?

« Relative to the existing academic literature, what do we learn from the paper?

o Are the results surprising/interesting? Why do we need a model to obtain those results?

o Isthe model reasonable? Are its assumptions believable? (Relaxing assumptions you dislike is a good way of coming
up with extensions.)

o Is the analysis correct? (Some papers have mistakes.)

 Does the model generate testable predictions? (Most models give rise to predictions. Predictions are testable if they
can be related to things that would be observable to a putative econometrician.)

« Does the model provide novel explanations for real-world phenomena? Are those explanations plausible? Are they

more plausible than earlier explanations provided in the existing literature?

About the performance Each time a student gives a presentation, the rest of the students are required to complete the

following tasks while listening to the presentation.

o Before the presentation, roughly read the paper and have an idea what is going on.
o During the presentation, actively challenge the presenter.
« After the presentation, write a summary independently, including the model, main results, intuitions, and contri-

butions/critical assessments.

About the writing sample
+ Use Chinese.

 Use BIEX to generate your writing sample. Formatting: 12pt font, 1.5 line spacing, 2.5cm margins all around.

o At most 20 pages long, including everything.

Tentative time table:



Week ‘ Lecture ‘ Date ‘ Topics Presenter ‘
1 1 Feb. 27 | Introduction

2 2 Mar. 5 FER
3 3 Mar. 12 P

4 4 Mar. 19 Vs
5 5 Mar. 26 TF

6 6 Apr. 2 K
7 7 Apr. 9 Fres
8 8 Apr. 16 REE
9 9 Apr. 23 Hwdn
10 10 Apr. 30 AL
11 11 May 7 1HA
12 12 May 14 Bp 4t
13 13 May 21 E A%
16 Jun. 11 | Writing sample submission




